Is your home a

A 2003 stady found that
in most homes with crawl spaces,
up lo 50 percent of the air in the
hoemee haed at one time been in the
crawlspace via leakage, This
muoist damp air can buckle
hardwood fleors, create fertile
groaind for mold growth (an
asthma frigger), attract pests and
bermies, and can even cosi more
in lerms of enengy consumpion.
Aceording to one recent study,
crawl spaces apen 1o the oulside
are “muoistare imps”

The battom line: if you have a
crawl space open o the outside it
may lend to issues with safety,
health, comfort, durability and
energy loss, scconding to
Hesearch Report 0401 which was
prepared for the LS Departnsent
of Energy’s building America
Program i 2006,

There are more than
0, 00 ey boames buaill over
crawl spaces each year, mo 1o
mention the countless others that
preceded them. Most of the
crawl spaces being built now are
sill being built with foundation
vems, wiich are designed 10
keep moisture problems to o
minimum, The problem is, they
don'L

Building scientists have
long nsseried that the vents bring
in more moisture than they ket
oul secording bo Bruce Davis,
former research director al
Advanced Energy. a Rabeigh,
N.IC. building science consulling
campany. In the fall of 2005
Davis, along with building
science associate Cyrus Dastur,
camducted a suady 1o investigate
if semething different could be
done 1o crawl spaces that would
noil only solve the modstune
problems but nof cost more in
energy consumption.

Their stdies fourdd the
solution. The salution i%
properly sealing. insulsting and
having conditioned air moving
through the crawl space. Not
only will the space become dryer
bt comditioning the space can
actually reduce energy
consumption. Remaving the
maksture form the space will help
prevent mobds, wood rot, ond
pest infiliration and can bead 1o
betier overall alr quality in the
entirg home,

Joseph Latiburek, Ph.D.,
a principal of Building Science
Corporatson in Westlord,
Massachusens with twenty-five
venrs of experience in design,

moisture trap?

To learn how E-Z Breathe can
help your home call
1-800-796-3837 or visit our

Website www.hasementwaterproofer.com

constmaction and investigation,
researched and reported on the
same problem.

Lstiburek states, “Crowl
spaces should be designed and
constructed &s mini-hasemenis,
part of the house=within the
conditionsd space. Crawl spaces
must always have a drying
miechanism. One of the most
effective ways 1o provide a
drying mechanism to a crawl
space 1s o combition the space by
heating and cooling it os i the
apace is ncluded ns part of the
home.” Latibunek goes on 1o say
that the air used 1o condison the
erawl space should be supplied
From the home (living area
abave) and then can be
exhawsted from the craw] space.
According to Lstiburck, “A dry
wrawl space 15 less likely w have
pests, temmites and mokd. A dry
eraw| space is therefore safer and
healthier than a wet crawlspace™.
Taking its cue from studies like
these, EF Breathe Yentilation
sysiem is working ve help

homeowners rid their crawl
spaces of damaging moisture,
E# Breathe ventilation
systems installs o vapor barrier.
seals the crowl space vemls,
provides airflow fram the
conditioned partion of the home
aml mosl importantly, installs an
EZ Breathe ventilation system,
The EX Breathe unit is
specifically designed 1o exhaust
damp, moist, damaging air from
crivwl spaces and basements.
The E£ Breathe s more effective
than o dehumidifier, uses only 40
wailts of electricity costing an
avernge of 54 0 month 1o operate.
Unlike debumadifiers which can
cost up 1o 530 0 moath 10 run,
the EZ Breathe i maintenance
free: no buckels to emply, o
filbers 1o clean. Moving beyord
the basement and crawl space an
E# Breathe system provides a
whale home ventilation solution
to rid the bullding envelope aoff
towing, pollutants, allergens and
moisture, creating a healthier
indoor environment for all who
reside there.



